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In 1870, commercial Interests petitioned for the establish-
ment of a shorter route between the east coast and the Nor-
wegian capital. Surveyors, therefore^ were deputed to in-
vestigate the Interior and to ascertain the practicability of
building such a railway. After Infinite labour the en-
gineers reported favourably upon the project, but pointed
out that the work would be unprecedentedly arduous, and
would be highly expensive.
For five years the scheme lay dormant, but in 1875 the
Government decided to commence the enterprise, with a
section of line 67^ miles long, connecting the seaboard at
Bergen with Vossevangen. In deference to views prevail-
ing at the time, however, the narrow- or metre-gauge was
adopted, and in 1883 it was opened for traffic.
Although no further headway was made with the con-
tinuation of the main scheme. It was not abandoned by any
means. A mountain barrier, the Dovrejelf range, barred
the way to the Interior. Its penetration was recognised as
one demanding great skill, for the peaks are precipitous,
with sides dropping Into valleys so narrow as to be mere
defiles on the sea side of the chain. Apart from these
physical handicaps, however, the rain- and snow-falls upon
the highest levels were found to be tremendous, and it was
essential that elaborate examination should be made con-
cerning these adverse influences before the location was
decided definitely.
A cautious policy was practised. No attempt to proceed
beyond Vossevangen was made until the mountain wall had
been searched through and through. No less than twelve
alternative routes were prepared and submitted to the
Government. These demonstrated the conclusive fact that
no route could offer avoidance of the snow and rain. The
question was to follow a location, If possible, where these
drawbacks were emphasised to the least degree. For this
purpose several meteorological stations were established
among the mountains and on the plateau to gather exhaust-
ive data by daily observations.
The outcome was the production of some decidedly start-
ling facts, even to those who were convinced of the